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EDUCATION

Aalto University School of Economics, Ph.D. in Economics (Advisor: Otto Toivanen), 2011
Columbia University, Economics Department, visiting scholar, 8/2009-6/2010
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, M.Sc. in Economics, , 2005
University of Helsinki, M.Sc. in Economics (honors), 2003

APPOINTMENTS

University of Helsinki, Department of Economics, Associate Professor, September 2021 –
Institute for Urban and Housing Studies (IBF), Uppsala University, Associate Professor, August 2015
– August 2021
Stockholm University, Associate professor (Docent), December 2015
Swedish Institute for Economic Research (SOFI), Stockholm University, Assistant Professor, January
2011 – August 2016

GRANTS AND SUPPORT

2026 Handelsbanken Foundations (2026-2029), Project on “The Long Shadow of War: Multigenera-
tional Consequences of the Finnish Child Evacuation to Sweden (Swedish WP)” (PI). Amount 1.8
million SEK.

2026 Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland (2026-2028), Project on “The Long Shadow of War:
Multigenerational Consequences of the Finnish Child Evacuation to Sweden (Finnish WP)” (PI).
Amount 95,000 EUR

2025 Yrjö Jahnsson foundation (2026), Project on “Conflict, Love and Peace: Measuring Societal Con-
flict using Marriage Patterns” (Co-PI). Amount 15,000 EUR

2023 Yrjö Jahnsson foundation (2024-2025), Project on “Evaluating rehabilitative mental health care
policy” (PI). Amount 27,350 EUR

2022 Vetenskapsrådet (Swedish Research Council) (2023-2026), Project on “The Burden of Stigma:
Effects of Public Disclosure of No-go Zones on Youth Schooling Paths” (Co-investigator). Amount:
6,200,000 SEK.

2021 Vetenskapsrådet (Swedish Research Council) (2022-2025), Project on “Skill formation with par-
enting styles and peer inputs in neighborhoods” (Co-investigator). Amount: 5,000,000 SEK.

2017 Vetenskapsrådet (Swedish Research Council) (2018-2021), Project on “Disruptive behavior and
social interactions in elementary school” Principal Investigator (PI). Amount: 4,400,000 SEK.

2016 KONE:en säätiö (Kone Foundation) (2017-2020) “Longitudian Veteran Database of the Finnish
Civil War of 1918” Co-investigator (Co-PI). Amount: 282,000 EUR

2016 Handelsbanken forskningsstiftelser, Jan Wallanders och Tom Hedelius Stiftelse (Handelsbanken
foundation) (2017-2019), Project on “The Dynamic Consequences of Foster Care and Disruptive
Behavior on Skill Accumulation”. Principal Investigator (PI). Amount: 896,000 SEK.

2009 Academy of Finland (2010-2012), Project on “The Effect of Unaccompanied Child-evacuation on
Adult Outcomes” Co-investigator (Co-PI). Amount: 550,000 EUR



RESEARCH OUTPUT

1. New Evidence on Implicit Contracts from Linked Employer-Employee Data. (with Juha Kilponen).
Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 2010; 112(4):864-883.

2. How Large Are the Effects from Temporary Changes in Family Environment: Evidence from a
Child-Evacuation Program during WWII. American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 2012;
4(3):28-42.

3. The Effect of Church Tax on Church Membership. (with Teemu Lyytikäinen). Journal of Popula-
tion Economics, 2013; 26(3):1175-1193.

4. Child Protection and Adult Depression: Evaluating the Long-term Consequences of Evacuating
Children to Foster Care during World War II. (with Nina Santavirta). Health Economics (Lead
Article), 2014; 23(3):253–378.

5. Child Protection and Adult Mortality: Evaluating the Finnish Policy of Evacuating Children to
Foster Care during World War II. American Journal of Public Health, 2014; 104(9):1759–1765.

6. Does Placing Children in Foster Care Increase Their Adult Criminality? (with Matthew Lindquist).
Labour Economics, 2014; 31:72–83.

7. Long term mental health outcomes of Finnish children evacuated to Swedish families during the sec-
ond world war and their non-evacuated siblings: cohort study. (first author, with Nina Santavirta,
Theresa S. Betancourt and Stephen E. Gilman). BMJ 2015; 350:g7753.

8. Reproductive Behavior Following Evacuation to Foster Care during World War II. (with Mikko
Myrskylä). Demographic Research, 2015; 33(1):1-30.

9. Association of the World War II Finnish Evacuation of Children with Psychiatric Hospitalization
in the Next Generation. (first author, with Nina Santavirta and Stephen E. Gilman). JAMA
Psychiatry. 2018; 75(1):21–27.

10. Name-based Estimators of Intergenerational Mobility (with Jan Stuhler). Economic Journal.
2024; 134(663): 2982–3016.

11. Effects of Disruptive Peers in Endogenous Social Networks (with Miguel Sarzosa). Quantitative
Economics. 2026; 17(1): 92-134.

12. Childhood Gender Nonconformity and Gender Gaps in Life Outcomes (with Abigail Banan and
Miguel Sarzosa). Journal of Human Capital. Conditionally accepted, 2026.

WORK IN PROGRESS

• Markevich, A. and Santavirta, T., “The Effect of Western Technology on Soviet Industrial Devel-
opment”. CEPR Discussion Paper No. 20811. Submitted

• Dominguez, M., Hertegård, E., Grönqvist, H., Niknami, S. and Santavirta, T., “Neighborhood
Labeling and Criminal Justice Decisions”. Slides available, NBER Spring Meeting 2026 Law &
Economics Programme

• Dominguez, M., Grönqvist, H. and Santavirta, T., “The Effect of Neighborhood Labeling on Student
Performance and Sorting”. Helsinki GSE Discussion Paper No. 38. Submitted

• Myrskylä, M. and Santavirta, T., “Look at your Old Men Dying: Long Run Effects of Civil War
Experience on Mortality”. MPIDR Working Papers WP-2023-045. Submitted

• Matthews, P., Miettinen, T. and Santavirta, T., “Narratives of Civil War and Economic Outcomes:
Experimental Evidence from Finland”. Slides available, AEA-ASSA meetings 2025.



• Dahlberg, M., Santavirta, T., Stenberg, M. Yakymovich, Y. “Families, Neighbourhoods and Chil-
dren’s Educational Outcomes”. Slides available, AEA-ASSA meetings 2025.

• Jokipii, I., Santavirta, T. and Stuhler, J., “Intergenerational Mobility and Internal Conflict: Evi-
dence from the Finish Civil War of 1918”. Draft available.

• Santavirta, T. and Sarzosa, M. “More Than Skills: Gender Conformity, Occupational Sorting, and
Earnings”. Draft available

SUPERVISION OF RESEARCH AND THESIS WORK

Post doc supervision Recruitment and supervision of post doc 2023-2024 within Swedish Research
Council financed project “Skill formation with parenting styles and peer inputs in neighborhoods”.

Ph.D. students Four ongoing dissertations at University of Helsinki as first supervisor (expected grad-
uation dates 2026-2028) and one ongoing dissertation as second supervisor (expected graduation
date March 2026).

Master’s students Stockholm University (4 completed), Uppsala University (6 completed), University
of Helsinki (4 completed) as first supervisor.

Bachelor thesis Stockholm University (10 completed), Uppsala University (15 completed), University
of Helsinki (30 completed) as first supervisor.

HONORS AND AWARDS

2014 Finnish Association of Health Economics’ award for Best Paper in Health Economics

2012 Aalto University School of Economics, Award for best Ph.D. thesis of the year

2004 University of Helsinki, Yrjö Jahnsson Foundation Award for best M.Sc. thesis in Economics of
the year

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Assessment of research work:

• Opponent on Gunnar Brandén’s Licenciate Thesis at Department of Economics at Uppsala Uni-
versity, 2017.

• Opponent on final seminar of Evelina Björkengren, Department of Economics at Uppsala University,
2017.

• Pre-examiner of Markku Siikanen’s Ph.D. thesis at Aalto Univerity School of Economics, 2019.

• Pre-examiner of Henri Salokangas’ Ph.D. thesis at University of Turku, 2020.

• Appointment committee member of Lectureship in Economic History, University of Helsinki, 2022.

• Opponent of Tapio Räsänen’s Ph.D. thesis at University of Jyväskylä, 2023.

• Expert for Associate Professorship of Economics at Linnaeus University, 2023.

• Reviewer of Erik Prawitz’ Docent application, Linnaeus University, 2024.

• Grading committee membership: 5 Ph.D. thesis committee memberships 2021-2024.

Assessment of grant applications:

• ERC grant evaluator, 2024.

• George och Ella Ehrnrooth Foundation evaluator 2024, 2025

• Yrjö Jahnsson Foundation evaluator 2024, 2025



Committee memberships:

• Chair of Equality committee at Helsinki Graduate School of Economics (2025-)

• Member of University of Helsinki Doctoral Programme in Economics Steering Committee (2021-)

• Vice chair of the University of Helsinki Bachelor Programme of Economics (2024-)

• Member of the recruitment committee at Swedish Institute for Social Research (2013, 2014)

Seminar organization:

• Brown bag seminar at Swedish Institute for Social Research 2013-2015 (shared responsibility with
Jan Sauermann).

• Lunch seminar at Helsinki Graduate School of Economics 2022- (full responsibility)

ACTIVITIES IN THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY

Invited seminars

Labour Institute for Economic Research (2009), Uppsala University, Labor Seminar (2009), Max Planck
Institute for Demographic Research (2009), Swedish Institute for Social Research (SOFI), Stockholm
University (2010), Labour Institute for Economic Research (2011), Institute for Evaluation of Labor
Market and Education Policy (IFAU), Uppsala (2012), HECER labor seminar (2013), Växjö University
(2014), University of Hamburg (2014), IFN (2015), SITE (2015), VATT (2015), SOFI (2017), HECER
(2018), SOFI (2018), Purdue University (2018), VATT (2022), Linnaeus University (2023), Ekonomiska
samfundet (2023), VATT (2025).

Presentations of research at conferences

EARIE Annual Conference (Porto 2005), SUERF Conference on Financial Markets, Innovation and
Growth (Helsinki 2007), COST Workshop, Wages and Firms - New Research Using Linked Employer-
Employee Datasets at CEU (Budapest, 2009), The Danish National Centre for Social Research, Work-
shop on Applied Micro Economics and Program Evaluation (Copenhagen, 2009), EEA-ESEM Annual
Conference (Barcelona, 2009), Columbia University, Applied Micro Seminar, 2009, EALE (Bonn, 2012),
SUERF Work Shop (Stockholm, 2012), SOLE (Boston, 2013), NORFACE Migration Work Shop (Lon-
don, 2013), AEA-ASSA (Philadelphia, 2014), SOLE (Montreal, 2016), IGT-workshop (Madrid, 2016),
Dondena Public Policy (Milan, 2016), AlpPop (La Thuile, 2017), Stockholm-Uppsala Economcis of Edu-
cation Work Shop (Uppsala, 2017), AlpPop (La Thuile, 2018), SOLE (Toronto, 2018), SEA (Washington
DC, 2018), Dondena Public Policy (Milan, 2018), 3rd Applied Econometrics Work Shop (Bolzano, 2019),
Intergenerational Mobility, Gender and Family Formation in the Long Run (Oslo, 2019), AlpPop (LaTh-
uile, 2020), AEA-ASSA (Chicago, 2021), AlpPop (La Thuile, 2022), WOLFE (York, 2022), DOCG (Italy,
2024), Aalto (Helsinki, 2024), AEA-ASSA (San Francisco, 2025), AlpPop (La Thuile, 2025), KT-päivät
(Tallinn, 2025), Aalto (Helsinki, 2025), DOCG (Italy, 2025), AlpPop (La Thuile 2026).

Referee assignments

Scandinavian Journal of Economics (3), Review of Economics and Statistics, Economica, Social Science
& Medicine (4), Journal of European Economic Association (2), Journal of Human Resources (4),
Berkeley Electronic Journal of Economic Analysis and Policy, Journal of Psychological Economics,
Social Forces (2), Labour Economics (3), American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, Demography,
SNS, Journal of Population Economics (2), Journal of Demographic Economics, European Economic
Review (2), Journal of Human Capital.

SOCIETAL IMPACT



Policy reports

Report for SNS: Bostadsområdets betydelse för brottslighet och barns möjligheter (with Hans Grönqvist,
Linnaeus University and Susan Niknami, Swedish Institute for Social Research), published in 2023,
media coverage in >50 newspapers, OpEd editorial in Svenska Dagbladet

· The Swedish Government’s Expert Group on Public Economics (ESO): Report on Education and Crime
(with Hans Grönqvist)

Media coverage

Newsweek, New York Times, Freakonomics blog, Helsingin Sanomat, Dagens Nyheter, Sveriges Radio,
Sveriges Televison, Svenska Dagbladet, Weekendavisen


